Sample Interview


Position: Trainee Accountant
Interviewer: Pat Ryan, Accountant 
Interviewee: Tony Kelly, Aged 18 years.  Studies Business and Accounting for the Leaving Cert.  Worked in Mallow Meats Cash Office and spent a summer in ABC Insurances office.  Plays the fiddle with a local traditional band.  Has a certificate in First Aid and Life Saving.  Enjoys surfing.

Good Morning Mr. Kelly.  Tell me why you have applied for this position as trainee accountant?
Hi Pat.  Well, my mother saw the advert in the local paper and thought I should apply.  

I see.  What skills and qualities do you think are important for this job?
Oh I'm not sure….  Be good at filing, and good with numbers I suppose.

Tell me about your work experience.
Well, I was in Mallow Meats cash office for a summer.  I got on great with the staff.  They're a gas bunch.  I had my own desk with e-mail and Internet. It was great because I could browse the Web when we weren't busy.  I also worked in ABC Insurances.  

Did you do paperwork, deal with invoices, or handle cash?
Oh yea!  I spend 3 whole days sorting out invoices.  It got a bit tedious for a finish.  I was also recording payments is some book. I did a bit of computerized accounts.   

OK.  What are your hobbies?
Hmm… I like music and water sports.  I also enjoy going out with my friends and watching soccer matches.  

Do you play soccer?
No.  

Right!  Can you describe a situation where you worked well as part of a team? 
I was part of a mini-enterprise group in school.  We made firelighters from recycled paper.  One of the lads secretly put kerosene in them to make them light better.  I was giving a demonstration at our sales night but it kind of blew up in our faces - literally!


What is your best strength?
I’m very good with people.


What is your greatest weakness?
I am so funny.  It can be distracting for work colleagues.


I see.  Where do you see yourself in 5 years time?
I'd love to be in Australia.  Everyone is going there now.  The climate is great and the surf is just fantastic.  

Thanks for giving your time to participate in this interview.  We will contact you next week.  Goodbye Mr. Kelly.
Thanks Pat.  Adios!

